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Please cancel claims 1-14 without prejudice, rewrite claims 15 and 20, and add 27-50 as 



follows: 



15. (Amended) An absorbent garment comprising: 

a body panel having a length and a side edge; and 

a fastening member comprising at least two independently moveable tab members each 
^ having an engagement portion releasably and refastenably engaging said body panel, wherein 
said tab members extend laterally inward from said side edge of said body panel, each of said 
engagement portions having an engagement length, wherein the sum of said engagement 
lengths is at least about 20% of said body panel length. 
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20. (Amended) The invention of claim 19 wherein said fastening member comprises a carrier 
2 member having a length and further comprising a rear body panel comprising a side edge 



having a length secured to said side edge of said front body panel along a seam having a 
length. 




. The invention of claim 20 said front and rear body panels have substantially the same 



width. 



28. An absorbent garment comprising: 

a body panel having a length and a side edge; and 

a fastening member comprising a carrier member defining at least two independently 
moveable tab members /extending laterally inward from said side edge of said body panel and 
an engagement portioo disposed on each of said tab members, wherein said engagement 
portions releasably anp refastenably engage said body panel, and wherein each of said 
engagement portions pas an engagement length, wherein the sum of said engagement lengths is 
at least about 20% of said body panel length. 
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29. The invention of claim 28 wherein the sum of said engagement lengths is less than 
about 90% of said body panel length. 

wherein the sum of said engagement lengths is between about 
panel length. 

wherein the sum of said engagement lengths is between about 
panel length. 

32. The invention of claim 28 wherein said body panel comprises a front body panel, 
wherein said carrier member comprises a base portion, wherein said tab members extend from 
said base portion, and wherein said base portion has a length, and further comprising a rear 
body panel comprising a side edge having a length secured to said side edge of said front body 
panel along a seam hawng a length, wherein said length of said carrier member is at least 
about 50% of said length of said seam. 

33. The invention of claim 32 wherein said length of said carrier member is at least about 
90% of said length Jof said seam. 

34. The invention of claim 32 wherein said length of said carrier member is at least about 
50% of said lengp of said side edge of said rear body panel. 

35. The invention of claim 32 wherein said carrier member is fixedly secured to said rear 
body panel. / 

36. The invention of claim 28 wherein said body panel comprises a landing member, 
wherein said at least two engagement portions are releasably engaged with said landing 
member. 




30. The invention of claim 29 
30% and about 80% of said body 



3 1 . The invention of claim 30 
40 % and about 60 % of said body 
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37. The invention of claim 32 wherein said front and rear body panels have substantially 



the same width. 




38. A method for adjusting the fit of an absorbent garment on a user comprising: 

providing a body panel having a length and a side edge; and a fastening member 
comprising at least two independently moveable tab members each having an engagement 
portion releasably and refastenably engaging said body panel, wherein said tab members extend 
laterally inward from said side edge of said body panel, each of said engagement portions 
having an engagement length, where/n the sum of said engagement lengths is at least about 
20% of said body panel length; 

disengaging one of said at least two engagement portions from said body panel while 
maintaining said releasable and refastenable engagement of the other of said at least two 
engagement portions with said body panel; and 

releasably and refastenab/y reengaging said body panel with said disengaged one of said 
engagement portions. 



39. The invention of claim\38 wherein the sum of said engagement lengths is less than 
about 90% of said body panel length. 



40. The invention of claim 39 wherein the sum of said engagement lengths is between about 
30% and about 80% of saiq body panel length. 



41. The invention of claim 40 wherein the sum of said engagement lengths is between about 
40% and about 60% of said body panel length. 



42. The invention of claim 38 wherein said body panel comprises a front body panel. 



43. The invention of claim 42 wherein said fastening member comprises a carrier member 
having a length and further comprising a rear body panel comprising a side edge having a 
length secured to said side edge of said front body panel along a seam having a length. 
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44. The invention of claim 43 wherein^aid length of said carrier member is at least about 
50% of said length of said seam. 



45. The invention of claim 44 wherein said length of said carrier member is at least about 
90% of said length of said seam. 



/ fl 46. The invention of claim 43 wherein said length of said carrier member is at least about 
50% of said length of said side edge of said rear body panel. 
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47. The invention of claim 46 wherein said length of said carrier member is at least about 
90% of said length of said side ed/ge of said rear body panel. 



48 . The invention of claim 4^ wherein said carrier member is fixedly secured to said rear 
body panel. 



49. The invention of claim 43 wherein said front body panel comprises a pair of side 
portions and a landing membeij extending between said side portions, wherein said at least two 
engagement portions are releaiably engaged with said landing member, and wherein said 
carrier member is fixedly secured to said side portions of said front body panel. 



50. The invention of cla im ^3 wherein said front and rear body panels have substantially 
the same width. IF" 




REMARKS: 

Applicants have amended claims 15 and 20 only to improve the clarity and form thereof, 
rather than for any reason related to the patentability thereof. A marked-up version of claims 15 
and 20 is attached as Appendix A. In addition, Applicants have presented new claims 27-50 to 
further define the subject matter of the invention. Finally, Applicants have amended the 
specification to recite various information and parameters that were previously disclosed in 
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